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CARTOON CHARACTER EDITION 

 

In this Issue: 
 
• Haw Haw! Keep Smiling 
• Think and Grin 
• Pee Wee Harris 
• Pedro 
• Cub Scout Characters 

Do you know Ethan? He’s the latest in a  
long series of colorful characters helping  
carry the message of Scouting. From the  
earliest grinning faces (a couple of “Keep  
Smiling” Scouts) to the most popular (Pedro  
the Boys’ Life magazine Mail Burro), to the  
newest (Ethan of future Cub Scout fame),  
here’s an overview of the best cartoon  
heroes to populate the BSA. 

 

KEEP SMILING 

Just a few months after the Boy Scouts of America began publishing Boys’ Life in 1913, the magazine included a 

page of jokes entitled “The Haw Haw Corner.” Readers were encouraged to send in their own “Haw Haws” to be 
considered for inclusion in future issues.  
 
In August, “The Haw Haw Corner” was replaced by “Keep Smiling.” Sketches of two laughing Scouts headed the 
page, urging readers to smile no matter what. 



 

Some of the jokes in “Haw Haw!” and “Keep Smiling” were borrowed from other magazines. They tended to be the 
kinds of jokes that made readers groan rather than giggle. Some, including this one about a schoolboy, were 
illustrated with small cartoons: 

 

THINK AND GRIN 

Think and Grin first appeared on the back page of Boys’ Life in June of 1916, and it is still a feature of the 
magazine. The puns and jokes have been reliably bad and impossible to ignore. 

 

A recurring character in Think and Grin was Old Idle Five Minutes, or “I.F.M.” The “Idle Five Minutes” referred to 
the amount of spare time a Scout might devote to reading each month’s Think and Grin page. 



 

As the magazine explained, I.F.M. “is the champion lazy scout of the world whose one idea is to sit round and 
swap stories.” Boys’ Life challenged readers to send in better jokes than those offered by I.F.M. They often did.  

 
I.F.M. appeared in the magazine until 1953, when this banner cartoon across the top of the page bounced him out 
of Think and Grin: 

 

A number of other cartoon characters populated Think and Grin in the years that followed, including an elephant 
named Millicent and Gus, a loveable dog: 

 



 

PEE WEE HARRIS 

In Scouting’s first decades, novels about Scouts doing deeds of daring were very popular among young readers. 
Stories of Ned Nestor, Tom Slade, Roy Blakely, and Westy Martin were all the rage. One of the most popular 
characters was Pee Wee Harris. 

 

Pee Wee eventually made the leap from the novels of old to a fresh, new cartoon strip that brought his adventures 
to new generations of Boys’ Life readers: 



 

He’s still around today, sharing his stories and guiding Scouts in learning BSA skills: 

 

PEDRO 

By far the most famous Boys’ Life cartoon character ambled into the magazine in 1947 and continues to inflict 
himself upon readers. Of course, that’s Pedro, the Boys’ Life Mail Burro. 



 

According to Boys’ Life editors, a large crate arrived at their offices in 1947 with a note attached that read: 

“Understand your postman is breaking his back under the load of Boys’ Life readers’ 
mail. Please accept Pedro. He can assist in hauling their letters.” - Philmont Scout Ranch 

Inside the crate was the burro that would soon be causing endless havoc. “The Boss” at Boys’ Life would be 
constantly exasperated by Pedro’s antics. 

 

Arriving in a crate at Boys’ Life, Pedro was cited for illegal parking, littering, and causing a disturbance, 
the first of his many embarrassments for “The Boss” 

Soon Pedro had his feet under him and was contributing columns to Boys’ Life magazine and answering questions 

from readers. Through the years his exploits continued, such as this attempt to use roller skates for more speed 
and a spring-loaded pole to vault higher than anyone else: 



 

Eventually Pedro matured into a somewhat reliable character writing Hitchin’ Rack columns and answering letters 
from readers. He still gives “The Boss” fits, though. 

 

CUB SCOUT CHARACTERS 

It’s natural that cartoons and Cub Scouts would find each other, though one of the most famous BSA icons is 
aimed at adults. That’s Baloo. He represents Basic Adult Leader Outdoor Orientation (BALOO), a one-day training 
event presented by councils to introduce Cub Scout leaders and parents to the skills of planning and conducting 
outdoor activities such as camping. 



 

For younger audiences, Baloo is joined by Akela (representing all leaders), and TC (the tiger in Tiger Cubs). 

  

 

Soon there will be Ethan, too, a new fellow on the scene in 2015. He’s a Cub Scout who will be guiding others 
through each rank in the new Cub Scout program.  
 
As Cub Scouts learn a skill, they’ll look to Ethan for encouragement, helpful tips, funny stories, and even some 
mistakes he’s made (and learned from) along the way. Ethan might not be perfect, but he tries his best and has a 
great time with his Scouting friends. 



 

Ethan will stay a year older than the Cub Scouts reading about him. Look for more on Ethan and the exciting 
changes coming to the Cub Scout program at: 

www.scouting.org/programupdates 

And any time you need a laugh, there’s always Pedro, telling it like it is. 

 

 (This edition of the Be Prepared Newsletter was developed and written by Robert Birkby, author of the current 
editions of the Boy Scout Handbook, Fieldbook, Scout Stuff, and Eagle Scouts: A Centennial History.) 
 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 



  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 


