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   OUTSTANDING IN ITS FIELD!  

There's a new Fieldbook coming your way, and it's going to rock the outdoor world. Scouting's manual 
of basic and advanced skills for outdoor adventure has been fully rewritten as the go-to book for 
backcountry challenges.  

Whether you're just starting to explore the outdoors or have years of experience, the Fieldbook is the 
ideal book for members of the BSA and for everyone else who feels the pull of adventure.  

WHAT'S INSIDE  

With its strong message of responsible outdoor fun and clear descriptions of cutting-edge practices that 
bring great adventures to life, the Fieldbook is the best all-around guide to the backcountry on the 
market today. Here's what you'll find inside.  

 

For a taste of the excitement and knowledge the new Fieldbook offers, check out a few pages of the 
chapter on Mountain Travel.  



 

That snow-covered mountain is Pumori, across the Khumbu Valley from Mt. Everest. The hikers 
include several with Scouting backgrounds who are using their foundation of BSA skills to trek among 
the highest peaks in the world. 
 
The same abilities useful at the ends of the Earth can be applied wherever the high country attracts 
travelers. The following passages discuss basics of mountain travel important for anyone venturing 
onto snowfields.  

 

The chapter concludes with a tribute to the joys of exploring high and windy places:  



 

MEET THE EXPERTS  

World-class experts, many with BSA in their blood, shared their expertise to make this the best 
Fieldbook ever. As naturalists, outdoor educators, mountaineers, and environmentalists, most continue 
to head for the backcountry whenever they can, bringing back the best of modern outdoor adventures. 
Here's what a few of them have to say about their subjects:  

 

Fieldbook expert Piper Niehaus spent her college summers as a Philmont ranger, then lived in China 



working as an outdoor program leader.  

 

Piper comes by her love of the outdoors naturally. Her mother Carol Munch was among the first female 
rangers at Philmont, and a subject expert for the 1984 edition of the Fieldbook. She and Piper continue 
to enjoy traveling together in high and windy places.  

 



 

THE FIELDBOOK'S HERITAGE  

The Fieldbook is the latest in a long history of how-to outdoor manuals dating back to the 1800s. 
Among the first authors to gain wide popularity was George Washington Sears, a middle-aged 
shoemaker who wrote under the penname Nessmuk. His 1883 book Woodcraft laid out the basics of 
outdoor living and helped ignite the popularity of hiking, canoeing, and camping.  

 

 

A flood of outdoor books followed, including several by BSA founders Daniel Carter Beard and Ernest 



Thompson Seton. Beard highlighted solutions to outdoor challenges.  

 

Seton emphasized observing and understanding wildlife, an interest reflected in his drawings.  

 

Horace Kephart, another early supporter of Scouting, wrote a 1906 manual that became the standard 
text of the outdoors for the next forty years. "All Scouts know Horace Kephart," began a story in the 
April, 1914, Boys' Life magazine. "His book of Camping and Woodcraft is the pocket companion of 
pretty nearly everyone who likes to live in the open." Kephart dedicated his book to "The shade of 



Nessmuk in the happy hunting ground."  

 

The BSA published the first edition of the Fieldbook in 1944, focusing on advanced outdoor skills and 
nature appreciation. The second edition, published in 1967, arrived at the beginning of a great 
backpacking renaissance in America. 

 

  

A third edition Fieldbook came out in 1984, expanded to include mountaineering, snow camping, 
whitewater rafting and kayaking, wilderness survival, and many other outdoor activities that had gained 
favor. The 2004 edition carried those interests into the new century and laid the groundwork for the 
latest edition - the 2014 Fieldbook.  

 

http://www.scoutstuff.org/catalogsearch/result/?q=fieldbook


ABOUT THE FIELDBOOK AUTHOR  

 

Robert Birkby brings a lifetime of backcountry experience to his authorship of the latest edition of the 
Fieldbook, Scouting's advanced outdoor manual. An Eagle Scout who worked during college summers 
in the backcountry at Philmont Scout Ranch, he's been a college writing instructor and hiked the entire 
2,100-mile Appalachian Trail. His mountaineering journeys have taken him to the Cascades, Alaska, 
Russia, East Africa, and Nepal.  

An authority on conservation and backcountry stewardship, he teaches trail maintenance and 
construction for conservation and volunteer organizations, land management agencies, and the Boy 
Scouts of America, and has led many high school trail crews on month-long projects in America's 
national parks and forests.  
 
He spends a month each year in Siberia assisting volunteer environmentalists and officials of Russian 
national parks and reserves designing hiking trails around Lake Baikal. In 2010, he received the BSA's 
William T. Hornaday Gold Medal in recognition of his distinguished service to natural resource 
conservation and environmental improvement.  

Robert Birkby is also the author of a bookshelf of other publications for the BSA including these, 
available in their latest editions from scoutstuff.org:  

 

http://www.scoutstuff.org/bsa/literature-media.html


 

 

 

THE FINAL FIELDBOOK WORD  

The back cover of the new edition features praise for the Fieldbook from well-known outdoor leaders. 
Jonathan Jarvis earned his Eagle Scout award and is now Director of the National Park Service. His 
cover quote sums up the 2014 Fieldbook this way:  

http://www.scoutstuff.org/bsa/literature-media.html
http://www.scoutstuff.org/bsa/literature-media.html
http://www.scoutstuff.org/bsa/literature-media.html


 

(This edition of the Be Prepared Newsletter was developed and written by Robert Birkby, author of the 
current editions of the Boy Scout Handbook, Fieldbook, Scout Stuff, and Eagle Scouts: A Centennial 
History.)  
 

                                                     


