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LET THE GAMES BEGIN! 

In this Issue:  
 
• Hank Aaron  
• Collector Cards  
• Scrapbooks for Collections  
• Badges and Belt Loops 

  

  

The crack of a bat and the sound of a ball smacking into a glove. Spring is here, and with it comes 
baseball season. As a player or a spectator, you can out and enjoy a sport that has been part of the 
American scene for well over a century. 

 

Want a great looking baseball cap for yourself and your team? Check out these from 
www.ScoutStuff.org. They're perfect for Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and to celebrate the BSA's newest 
high adventure base, the Summit Bechtel Reserve. 



 

HANK AARON  

Perhaps the most famous Scout to play baseball was Henry "Hank" Aaron. Breaking in with the 
Milwaukee Braves, he followed that team to Atlanta and finished his career with the Milwaukee 
Brewers. In 1974, he made baseball history as he hit his 715th home run, breaking Babe Ruth's lifetime 
record.  

Radio, television, and newspapers followed Aaron's career closely. So did Boys' Life, featuring him in 
several editions of the magazine. 

 

Among the honors granted Mr. Aaron were the National League's Most Valuable Player Award, the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, and the Silver Buffalo, Scouting's highest recognition for achievement 
in one's professional field. 



 

Hank Aaron also appeared on many baseball cards. This one, issued during his time with the 
Milwaukee Braves, has become a card many collectors would love to have. 

 



COLLECTOR CARDS  

Baseball cards like those featuring Hank Aaron date back to the 1920s. A variety of other subjects have 
also appeared on the cards, usually wrapped in packets with pieces of bubble gum. Among the earliest 
was Some Boy Chewing Gum and its series of cards highlighting Boy Scout scenarios. 

 

The "Safety Always" cards included one with instructions for what Scouts should do if they saw a train 
trestle that was burning or washing away. "Saving a train and the people on it!" began the text. "Many 
boys have done that very thing." 

Other Some Boy Gum cards were dedicated to tools, codes, pathfinding, astronomy, and Indian lore. 
Each was colorful and very much an image of its time. 

 



  

 

One of the cards in that long-ago collection showed three Scouts around an open fire watching a kettle 
of boiling water blow a cork out of the spout.  

 

That could explain the series title, "Experiment." Or it might be, as Scouts today often discover, cooking 
in camp can be an experience full of surprising and unexpected results. 

SCRAPBOOKS FOR COLLECTIONS  

Want to protect and display your membership cards, merit badge certificates, and other Boy Scout 
documents? How about the BSA patches you no longer wear on your uniform, and photographs 
charting your time as a Scout?  



 

Count on www.ScoutStuff.org for scrapbooks perfect for putting together terrific collections 
documenting your BSA history and some of the adventures of your Cub Scout pack, Boy Scout troop, 
and Venturing crew. And most of the scrapbooking supplies are on sale right now. 

 

You'll also find inserts just right for holding photos, patches, and other collectables. Personalize your 
scrapbooks with colorful pages, stickers, and sheets, also from www.ScoutStuff.org. 



 

BADGES AND BELT LOOPS  

Scouting recognizes the hard work that can go into gathering and organizing items for well-done 
collections. Boy Scouts can add to their personal collections of awards by earning the merit badges for 
Coin Collecting, Collections, and Stamp Collecting. Cub Scouts who complete the requirements can 
collect the Collections Belt Loop.  

 

 

http://www.scoutstuff.org/bsa/crafts/scrapbooking/paper/sheet-scrapbook-designer.html
http://www.scoutstuff.org/bsa/crafts/scrapbooking/paper/sheet-scrapbook-designer.html
http://www.scoutstuff.org/bsa/crafts/scrapbooking/paper/sheet-scrapbook-designer.html


Of course, the best collections are the memories of good times enjoyed as a Scout. From outdoor 
adventures to a ballgame shared with friends, Scouting can be among of the best experiences for 
people of any age. 

 

(This edition of the Be Prepared Newsletter was developed and written by Robert Birkby, author of the 
current editions of the Boy Scout Handbook, Fieldbook and Eagle Scouts: A Centennial History.) 

  
 

                                                         


