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BE KIND TO YOUR MOTHER EDITION  

In this Issue:  
 
• Arbor Day - April 26  
• How To Plant a Tree  
• The Advancement of Trees  
• Enjoying Time with Mother (Nature)  
• Earth Day - April 22  

   

 

  

Do you love outdoor adventures? Scouts everywhere hike, camp, climb mountains, paddle canoes, and set off for hundreds of other great 
outdoor activities. They also know they have an important role to play in being kind to Mother Nature.  

 

A great time to start is on April 26. That's Arbor Day - a celebration for Scouts and their neighbors to plant trees and gain a better 
understanding of how we can all improve the health of the planet. (Some states celebrate Arbor Day earlier or later in the spring to match 
the best times for planting.) 

 



ARBOR DAY  

An "arbor" is a quiet place shaded by trees. That was something newspaperman J. Sterling Morton missed when he settled on the 
windswept prairies of the Nebraska Territory. He named his home Arbor Lodge and planted trees from all over the world around his house. 
Today, the home and its grounds are at the center of Arbor Lodge State Historical Park in Nebraska City, Nebraska. 

 

 

Mr. Morton, who would serve as Secretary of Agriculture in the administration of President Grover Cleveland, believed the nation needed a 
holiday to encourage the planting of trees, and in 1872 Arbor Day was born. Since then, Americans have cultivated tens of millions of 
trees. Volunteers planted 8.7 million trees last year alone. 

As part of Scouting's 100th anniversary, BSA members joined with the Arbor Day Foundation to plant a tree on the front lawn of the 
National Council office.  



 

The tree planting kicked off the BSA's Centennial Trees Campaign as Scouts planted millions of seedlings and saplings across the nation. 

 

HOW TO PLANT A TREE  

Plant a young tree the right way to give it the best chance to grow. Larger trees often have their roots wrapped in burlap. Dig a hole a little 
bigger than the root ball and set the tree in the hole. Loosen the roots, cover them with soil, and water the tree. 

http://www.scoutstuff.org/arbor-day-emblem.html


 

A Scouting Family Plants a Tree 

Here's one method for planting seedlings: 

 

 

THE ADVANCEMENT OF TREES  

In addition to taking part in Arbor Day events, BSA members can learn about nurturing trees through a variety of advancement 
opportunities. A Webelos Scout earning the Forestry Pin plants 20 seedlings, then explains the care he provided after the seedlings were 
in the ground. 



 

Boy Scout rank requirements have included plant identification as a way of emphasizing the importance of vegetation to the health of the 
environment. To become a First Class Scout today, a boy must "Identify or show evidence of at least ten kinds of native plants found in 
your community." 

 

Check out the Boy Scouts of America Deck of Trees, a set of cards available from ScoutStuff.org that is a powerful tool for becoming a 
good plant detective. 

 

Explore the world of trees through merit badges including Plant Science and Forestry. Gorgeous images embroidered on the patches 
show a seedling taking root and a fully-grown evergreen.  



 

 

Of course, trees aren't the only vegetation you will enjoy planting and learning about. Craft Planters from ScoutStuff.org are ready to be 
decorated and then filled with potting soil and the seeds or sprouts of flowers and vines.  

 



ENJOYING TIME WITH MOTHER (NATURE)  

Planting trees and doing other good turns for the land are important for every Scout's experience. You'll want to get out there to enjoy the 
outdoors, too. Help your Cub pack, Scout troop, or Venturing crew plan hikes and campouts, then set off for terrific destinations.  

 

Scouts on a hike find a mountaintop 

Many of your Scout adventures will be close to home, but you might also get to explore one of America's national parks. Patches from 
ScoutStuff.org will help you celebrate the parks you've visited and dream about those you want to reach someday. Included in the set of 
24 patches are Yellowstone, Zion, Olympic, and Yosemite National Parks. 

 



 

 

EARTH DAY  

In addition to Arbor Day, April 22 is also Earth Day - an annual recognition of our responsibility to protect and repair the environment. 
Perhaps your Scout unit will be involved in planting trees, restoring eroded meadows, or maintaining trails. You can do a lot to encourage 
your family and neighbors to reduce waste through recycling. The point is to get in the habit of making wise decisions about how you treat 
Mother Nature, and then practicing those on Earth Day, Arbor Day, and throughout the year. This patch from ScoutStuff.org, says it all. 

 

(This edition of the Be Prepared Newsletter was developed and written by Robert Birkby, author of the current editions of the Boy Scout 
Handbook, Fieldbook and Eagle Scouts: A Centennial History.) 

 

 


