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BSA National High Adventure Bases bring great outdoor experiences your way. Northern Tier, 
the Florida Sea Base, Philmont Scout Ranch, and the Summit Bechtel Family Reserve are 
packed with terrific possibilities. 
 
For even higher adventure, at least in elevation, head around the globe to the Himalayas. In 
the loftiest range on Earth, you'll find Baden Powell Scout Peak. It tops out at 18,759 feet, 
taller than any mountain in North America except Alaska's 20,000-foot Mt. McKinley. Baden 
Powell Scout Peak could be just the summit for you! 

 



 

BADEN POWELL SCOUT PEAK 

 
Just 30 miles north of Kathmandu, the capital city of Nepal, stands a mountain long known as 
Urkema Peak. In 2007, to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Scouting 
movement, the government of Nepal renamed it Baden Powell Scout Peak. A stamp issued to 
commemorate the centennial showed the founder of worldwide Scouting with the peak behind 
him. 

 

  

"Many people do not know what Scouts do and people must be told of their good work," 
announced Girijal Koirala, then prime minister of Nepal. "With Scouting's openness to all, 
regardless of religion or creed, Scouts could contribute to peace and the resolution of 
conflicts." 

Scouts came from Australia, Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Malaysia, and Singapore to 



celebrate by climbing Baden Powell Scout Peak. 

 

GOING FOR THE HEIGHTS 

 

Scouts have been hiking in the Himalayas for a long time. A 1979 Boys' Life magazine article 
tells the story of Troop 60 of New Delhi, India, made up of children of United States Embassy 
officials. They trekked deep into the Himalayas to Pindari Glacier, reaching a high point of 
12,500 feet in the shadow of Nanda Devi, a 25,000-foot giant of the range. 

Several mountaineers who got their start as Boy Scouts have become legendary Himalayan 
climbers. Jim Whittaker, who reached the rank of Star Scout, was the first American to climb 
Everest, the planet's highest mountain. 



 

Wally Berg and Eric Simonson, both of them Eagle Scouts, are professional expedition 
leaders who have guided many climbers to the top of Everest and the summits of other 
famous peaks. 

 

Insulated clothing kept him warm in below-zero temperatures. Crampons strapped to his boots 
bit into the ice. He breathed bottled oxygen through a mask because the thin air at 29,000 feet 



has only a third as much oxygen as air at sea level.  

 

PACKING AND YAKKING 

 
Himalayan expeditions can last for weeks and require more food and gear than team 
members can carry in their backpacks. Animals called yaks often carry heavy loads up the 
trails to high camps. 

  

  

The lashings and knots that Boy Scouts use with pack horses in America are used to secure 
loads on yaks, too. 

 



Big waterproof yak bags each hold several smaller duffels with personal gear and equipment 
for camping. Whether you're hauling your stuff on a yak to the Himalayas or in a car to 
summer camp, the BSA Leader Duffel Bag from www.scoutstuff.org is well suited for packing 
up much of what you'll need. 

 

You'll also want a roomy pack for carrying items you might want during a days on the trail. 
That means extra layers of clothing, a couple of water bottles, snack food, and your camera 
equipment.  

Two great packs from scoutstuff.org are the Mountaineer 70L and the Osprey Ace 48. Visit the 
official Scoutstuff.org channel on YouTube to watch a short features and benefits video on the 
Mountaineer 70L Backpack as well as other "how to" videos on backpacking. 

 

 

 

 

 



SUMMIT SHIRTS 

 

Just in case a trip to the Himalayas is still off in the future for you, these Columbia® Men's 
Silver Ridge and Ladies' Tamiami™ Short-sleeve shirts embroidered with the Summit Bechtel 
Reserve emblem are a colorful reminder that there are plenty of opportunities for high 
adventure closer to home, too. These shirts are ingeniously designed to keep you cool and 
comfortable. Authentic-fit style is made of quick-drying 100% nylon in a soft basket weave 
texture that's a luxury to wear. 

  

(This edition of the Be Prepared Newsletter was developed and written by Robert Birkby, 
author of the current editions of the Boy Scout Handbook and Fieldbook and of Scout Stuff, 
the new book about the National Scouting Museum.) 

 

 


